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Reading Comprehension: Complete Transit Infrastructure in New York City 

New York City’s transport ecosystem extends far beyond heavy rail and public buses. To 
manage the movement of over eight million residents and millions of annual visitors, the 
city has developed a complex network of micro-mobility lanes, private motor vehicle 
rules, parking infrastructures, and aerial transit systems. Navigating the city effectively 
requires an understanding of how these diverse modes operate alongside traditional public 
transit. 

The subway system remains the primary subterranean transit option, running 24/7 with 
local and express lines. Above ground, the MTA Bus fleet provides extensive surface 
coverage using three main vehicle types: 

 Standard Buses: Ideal for neighborhood access, offering full ramp accessibility. 

 Articulated Buses: Extra-long dual-cabin vehicles designed for high-density 
corridors like Select Bus Service (SBS) routes, though vulnerable to tight turning 
angles. 

 Double-Decker Buses: Primarily used for commercial sightseeing, giving 
tourists elevated views at the cost of slow travel speeds and low overhead 
clearance limits. 

Beyond buses, NYC’s street grid has adapted significantly to micro-mobility: 

 Protected Bike Lanes & E-scooters: The city features hundreds of miles of 
dedicated bike lanes, separated from car traffic by physical barriers or parked 
vehicles. Systems like Citi Bike supply thousands of traditional and electric 
bicycles. E-scooters and e-bikes share these protected lanes, offering rapid last-
mile travel. Their pros include eco-friendly operation and bypass of gridlock; their 
cons involve reckless riding hazards and winter weather exposure. 

 Mopeds and Motorcycles: Gas and electric mopeds or motorcycles offer high 
maneuverability in dense traffic. However, strict regulations apply: high-powered 



mopeds require driver licensing, registration, and are strictly prohibited from bike 
lanes, greenways, and pedestrian plazas. 

For motorized transport, parking and vehicle storage present major urban challenges: 

 On-Street Parking & Meters: Metered parking is expensive and time-limited. 
Non-metered curb space is governed by strict "Alternate Side Parking" (ASP) 
rules for street sweeping, requiring drivers to move vehicles on designated days 
or face heavy fines. 

 Parking Garages: Multi-level commercial garages and automated stackers 
provide secure parking in busy areas like Midtown Manhattan. While convenient, 
garage fees are among the highest globally, often exceeding $40–$80 for just a 
few hours. 

Finally, specialized modes like the Roosevelt Island Tramway (an aerial cable car) and 
trams/light-rail proposals highlight the city's continuous search for multi-modal 
connections across rivers and outer boroughs. 

Multiple Choice Questions 

1. What is a primary rule regarding high-powered mopeds and motorcycles in NYC? 

a) They can be parked for free on any pedestrian sidewalk. 

b) They are strictly prohibited from using protected bike lanes and greenways. 

c) They do not require license plates or registration. 

d) They are permitted to travel inside subway tunnels during emergencies. 

2. What is the purpose of New York City’s "Alternate Side Parking" (ASP) 
regulations? 

a) To reserve curb space exclusively for double-decker buses. 

b) To allow municipal street sweepers to clean curbs on scheduled days. 

c) To provide free parking for all electric scooters and bicycles. 

d) To ban private cars from entering Manhattan permanently. 

3. What advantage do protected bike lanes offer to cyclists and e-scooter riders? 

a) They allow riders to travel at unlimited speeds. 

b) They physically separate micro-mobility users from heavy motor vehicle traffic. 

c) They guarantee free indoor parking at all commercial garages. 

d) They are completely covered to protect riders from rain and snow. 

4. Why are commercial parking garages in Manhattan considered a challenging 
option for drivers? 



a) They only accept payment in cash. 

b) They are only open on weekend mornings. 

c) Hourly rates are extremely high, making long stays very expensive. 

d) They do not allow standard passenger cars to enter. 

5. Which transit vehicle is best suited for moving large groups through wide avenues 
while staying on the surface road? 

a) Roosevelt Island Tramway 

b) Articulated (accordion) bus 

c) Electric moped 

d) Standard double-decker bus 

6. What main limitation do e-scooters and bicycles face compared to subways or 
buses? 

a) They are not allowed on any city streets. 

b) Riders are directly exposed to bad weather and traffic hazards. 

c) They can only be operated between midnight and 6:00 AM. 

d) They require off-board fare tickets purchased at railway stations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answer Key & Explanations 

1. b) They are strictly prohibited from using protected bike lanes and 
greenways. (Paragraph 5 states high-powered mopeds are strictly prohibited 
from bike lanes). 

2. b) To allow municipal street sweepers to clean curbs on scheduled days. 
(Paragraph 6 explains ASP rules are designed for street sweeping). 

3. b) They physically separate micro-mobility users from heavy motor vehicle 
traffic. (Paragraph 4 notes bike lanes are separated from car traffic by barriers). 

4. c) Hourly rates are extremely high, making long stays very expensive. 
(Paragraph 6 highlights that commercial garage fees are among the highest 
globally). 

5. b) Articulated (accordion) bus (Paragraph 2 re-iterates articulated buses move 
high volumes through major avenues). 

6. b) Riders are directly exposed to bad weather and traffic hazards. (Paragraph 
4 cites weather exposure and riding hazards as cons of micro-mobility). 

 


